The Antwerp Centre for Urban History and the EPIBEL-project invite you to a book
presentation and debate

Daniel Curtis Epidemic Disease and Society in the
Premodern Low Countries. Inequality & Community.
ROUtledge, 2026. Available in Open Access

Where and When? UAntwerp, City Campus, SJ117, Thursday 28 May 2026, 14-16h
Registration? All welcome, but please register via this link

In this book, evidence from a long-run history of epidemic-society
interaction in the Low Countries shows that most recurring
outbreaks were accommodated by communities, and most
reactions, responses, and changes seen were the product of

frequent and incremental adaptations, sometimes in periods EPIDEMIC DISEASE AND
q 4 . 3 7 P SOCIETY IN THE PREMODERN
outside of epidemics. LOW COUNTRIES

INEQUALITY AND COMMUNITY

Epidemics blur the distinction between the normal and the sub- Danil R, Curts
normal. Accordingly, although

histories tend to emphasise epidemics’ capacity to create sharp

changes, deviations, or transitions within societies and economies,
this book develops an alternative argument that the most relevant questions are not “how and
why change’, but given the substantial pressures of raised mortality, why was change often so
modest? It brings together around five centuries' worth of existing and new evidence on

epidemics and societal resistance, wealth redistribution, and
women’s experiences to support this interpretation.

Challenging conventional narratives about epidemics as
agents of dramatic change, this book will be of interest to

| researchers examining historiographical debates about crisis
ﬁ and continuity in European history.

Program:

14u00: welcome with coffee (Tim Soens, UAntwerp)
14:10: presentation by the author, Daniel Curtis (Erasmus University Rotterdam)

14:40: Reflections on the book and the topic by Claire Weeda (Leiden University); Stef
Espeel (UAntwerp) and Nicold Zenaro (UAntwerp)

15:10: Response by the author

15:20: Q&A and debate

wmamoen R P|B L


https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/oa-mono/10.4324/9781003694908/epidemic-disease-society-premodern-low-countries-daniel-curtis?_gl=1*158nusz*_gcl_au*MTEwOTQ4MDg3Mi4xNzc2NDE3Mzg4*_ga*NDQ1NjAwODQ1LjE3NzY0MTczODk.*_ga_0HYE8YG0M6*czE3Nzc4NzU4NDAkbzQkZzAkdDE3Nzc4NzU4NDgkajU5JGwwJGgw*_ga_4VFNVXBRVQ*czE3NzcxMTg0NTIkbzIkZzAkdDE3NzcxMTg0NTIkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://forms.gle/7fEMJ51CK9FbY7m4A

