
ROUND TABLE AND BOOK LAUNCH

THE EARLY MODERN STATE: DRIVERS, 
BENEFICIARIES AND DISCONTENTS
A CELEBRATION OF THE WORK OF MARJOLEIN ’T HART

RESEARCH INSTITUTE CLUE+ CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO: 

 
When: Wednesday 1 June 2022, 13:30-15:00, 
Venue: Forum 2, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

Participants: Wim Blockmans (Leiden University), Pepijn Brandon (VU Amsterdam), Maarten Prak 
(Utrecht University) and Annemieke Romein (Huygens ING)
Preceding her valedictorian lecture, colleagues and friends will celebrate the work of Marjolein ’t Hart 
by discussing her work and launching the book The early modern state: Drivers, beneficiaries and 
discontents (eds. Pepijn Brandon, Lex Heerma van Voss and Annemieke Romein), containing essays in 
her honour. The volume will be published by Routledge later in June.

The valedictorian lecture “Inclusive history, is that possible? A story about a war” will take place at 
15:45 in the Aula of the VU. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE BOOK:
In the course of the early modern period, the capacity of European states to raise finances, wage wars, 
subject their own and far away populations, and exert bureaucratic power over a variety of areas of social 
life increased dramatically. Nevertheless, these changes were far less absolute and definitive than the 
literature on the rise of the "modern state" once held. While war pushed the boundaries of the emerging 
fiscal military states of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, rulers remained highly dependent on 
negotiations with competing elite groups and the private networks of contractors and financial 
intermediaries. Attempts to increase control over subjects often resulted in popular resistance, that in 
their turn set limits to and influenced the direction of the development of state institutions. Written in 
honour of the leading historian of war and state formation in the early modern Low Countries, Marjolein 
't Hart, the chapters gathered in this volume examine the main drivers, beneficiaries and discontents of 
state formation across and beyond Europe in the early modern period.
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